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LEAFLET 2511 
LEARNING CREDITS SUPPORT FOR FLYING LICENCES 

 

Purpose  Leaflet Sponsor  
To provide details on eligibility for the use of 
Learning Credit funding in support of Flying 
Licences 

SO1 Personal Development, Accreditation & 
Skills, HQ 22 (Trg) Gp 

Scope  Point of Contact  
All RAF Personnel 
 

SO3 Accreditation, HQ 22 (Trg) Gp 
SO2 Trg Pol A, HQ 22 (Trg) Gp 

References  Additional Reading  
JSP 898 Part 1 Section 3.5 
JSP 534 

AP3379, Lft  2570 – The Accreditation of 
Education, Training and Experience. 
CAA CAP 804 - Flight Crew Licensing: 
Mandatory Requirements, Policy and 
Guidance. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. This leaflet outlines policy regarding the use of Learning Credits (LC), which comprise 
Enhanced Learning Credits (ELC) and Standard Learning Credits (SLC), by Royal Air Force 
personnel to gain a Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL) or Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence (LAPL).  It also 
includes policy on the use of LCs to support the acquisition of Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL), 
Airline Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL) and Instructor Rating. 
 
GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
 
2. All RAF personnel should have the opportunity, regardless of trade, branch or rank, to 
undergo flying training for the award of a PPL or LAPL.  Any personnel undergoing this type of 
training will enhance significantly individual air mindedness and thus benefit the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the Royal Air Force over time, it will broaden the Service person and additionally 
offers them a managed path to a secondary professional career should they wish to pursue it. 
 
PPL/LAPL 
 
3. The ELC and SLC can be used to gain a PPL or LAPL.  The training and exams required to 
gain PPL/LAPL are eligible for LC support since the licence itself is accepted as being above Level 
3 on the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF).  Any training or exams undertaken to gain 
PPL/LAPL should be considered as equivalent to component modules within a single qualification.  
If the training provider is able to invoice for individual components or combinations of components 
of the PPL/LAPL then 2 or more LCs may be used to support funding in separate financial years.  
When submitting claim applications, individuals must adhere to the policies governing the use of 
LCs1 and Individual Resettlement Training Costs2 (IRTC).   
 
4. A number of ‘ratings’ may be applied to PPL/LAPL as a result of additional training.  Any 
training or exams taken to achieve instrument or type ratings associated with PPL or LAPL may 
also be eligible for LC support.  Such ratings are usually gained after completion of PPL/LAPL but 
                                                           
1 JSP 898 Pt 1 Section 3.5.2 – Enhanced Learning Credit Scheme and JSP 898 Pt 1 Section 3.5.1 – 
Standard Learning Credit Scheme. 
2 JSP 534 – Tri Service Resettlement Manual 
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can be included within the initial licence.  Where a discrete licence has previously been achieved, 
LCs may be used to add ratings to the licence. 
 
5. Instruction towards PPL/LAPL will include lessons in the air but individuals will take a 
variable amount of time to achieve the required standard.  LCs may not be used to fund flying 
hours that the student might wish to undertake as additional practice during the course – only 
those flying hours included as part of the course of instruction may be included in LC claims.  PLAs 
are to seek clarification on the number of flying hours included in the course of instruction in the 
first instance before approving LC applications.   
 
CPL/ATPL 
 
6. The ATPL is an EASA qualification made up of a number of components.  The general route 
to attaining ATPL is: 
 

a. Completion of PPL.  Alternatively, a military bridging course to PPL based on Military 
Training already completed can be undertaken. 

 
b. Completion of exams to achieve Commercial Pilot’s Licence (CPL). 

 
c. Completion of Instrument Rating (IR) component. 

 
d. Completion of Multi-Crew Cooperation (MCC) component. 

 
e. Completion of further exams to achieve full ATPL. 

 
7. Given the nature of ATPL study and the timeframe involved, it is similar to degree study and 
individual components/modules may be combined against separate ELC claims where the study 
will extend into 2 or more financial years.  LCs may not be used to support the costs of experience 
gained through flying hours alone. 
 
8. The training to achieve ATPL is lengthy and will normally extend ahead of the resettlement 
period timeframe.  Applications may be authorised when the applicant has registered for 
resettlement using MOD Form 1173, or who is able to demonstrate planning for a career in aviation 
on retirement from the RAF through a documented Personal Development Plan (PDP).  In this 
instance, individuals should consult Resettlement and Learning Centre staff about the most current 
regulations governing the eligibility and availability of IRTC funding. 
 
MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS 
 
9. Any fees for medical examinations or certificates associated with flying licensing are not 
eligible for LC funding support. 
 
INSTRUCTOR RATING 
 
10. If a claimant, who is not yet in their resettlement period, can clearly demonstrate a valid 
requirement to hold instructor rating, then the use of LCs for Instructor Ratings may be considered.  
For example, an application may be authorised if the Service person intends to instruct, unpaid, at 
an RAF Flying Club and where there is an urgent requirement for flying instructors.   
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RENEWALS/REVALIDATION 
 
11. Once PPL/LAPL and any associated ratings have been achieved LCs may be used 
subsequently to maintain licences, ratings or categories through examination.  However, flying 
hours used as practice or preparation may not be funded unless they are part of a specific course 
of instruction from a training provider.  
 
FURTHER ADVICE 
 
12. RAF personnel wishing to use LCs for flying licences should direct queries to their local 
Learning Centre staff.  In cases where further advice, guidance or clarification is required, the RAF 
Single Service Representative (SSR) should be contacted by Learning Centre staff.  Where 
necessary, the SSR will provide final adjudication on applications. 
 


